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Please share your thoughts with the STEM Ambassadors! The STEM Ambassadors are students who are working to 
make the introductory STEM experience at ISU more equitable and inclusive. They are interested in learning from STEM faculty 
how they perceive their connections with students. If you are a STEM faculty member who teaches an introductory STEM 
course, please consider taking their survey here. If you would like to hear from the STEM Ambassadors about what they’ve 
been up to the past 1.5 years, they will be doing panel discussion at the 2025 University Teaching & Learning Symposium held 
on Wednesday, January 8 at the Bone Student Center. 
  
The STEM IS-U talk series starts in January! The Science IS-U Scholars program begins next summer, and 
around CeMaST, we have high hopes for this program. It is essentially a pilot program that we hope will both simultaneously 
lower DFW rates in introductory STEM courses, increase persistence in our science degree programs, and enhance STEM 
majors’ sense of belonging in their home departments at ISU. Our hope is that this program serves as a model for other units 
trying to do the same, which is why it is critically important to us that we have input from STEM faculty, particularly those who 
teach introductory courses, which is when most attrition occurs from our STEM programs. Each talk in the STEM IS-U talk 
series will provide both information about the program and an opportunity for attendees to share their perspectives to ensure 
that the program is supporting students in appropriate ways, from STEM faculty’s perspectives. The first STEM IS-U talk will 
occur via Zoom on January 10 at 12 p.m. Please register here. Attendance comes with $55, which will be paid in summer 
2025 (note that if you already have summer support totaling to 1.0 FTE you may not be eligible for this pay). Graduate students 
with teaching responsibilities are welcome to take part in this opportunity. 
  

https://illinoisstate.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e4jLzwIJJtO2d0i
https://prodev.illinoisstate.edu/symposium/index.php
https://cemast.illinoisstate.edu/students/college-students/science-is-u-scholars/
https://illinoisstate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kfuqupjkjGdH2vw9S8Lg5uiF_Rl78txk0


Sign-up for our spring book club! In the spring, we will be hosting a monthly book club to discuss the book, Limitless 
Mind: Learn, Lead, and Live Without Barriers by mathematics educator, Jo Boaler. The times/dates of discussions are TBD and 
will be determined by the schedules of those who want to participate. Participation comes with a free copy of the book for 
the first 20 participants to sign-up and $55 for each discussion session attended (paid in summer 2025). You can sign up here. 
  
An engaging online seminar series! The Magnetosphere Online Seminar Series is a free seminar series available on 
YouTube that hosts 30-60 minute seminars on anything and everything related to magnetospheric physics (i.e., the space 
around a celestial body that is dominated by its magnetic field). While this may be captivating to only some of our STEM 
community, recently Mike Liemohn from the University of Michigan presented Actions for an Inclusive Space Physics 
Workplace, which may be of interest far beyond those who get excited about magnetospheres. I (Bekky) found his space 
scientist’s interpretation of bias to be super insightful, explaining how statistical bias in data and implicit bias in society are 
quite the same. Hope you enjoy his perspective! 
  
Photos of the 2024 Midwest Regional Noyce Conference! Annually we host the Midwest Regional Noyce Conference for 
K-12 STEM educators, this year in St. Louis. You can see photos of this event here. 
  
Looking for some holiday reading, listening, or eating? Here are CeMaST staff picks of our favorite pleasurable 
pastimes. We hope you all have happy holidays and a break that provides you relaxation and renewal. ❤ 

• Project Hail Mary by Andy Weir (Levi’s pick). The book follows a former molecular biologist teaching junior high as he's 
recruited by the government to study microorganisms that are somehow traveling independently from Venus to the Sun 
in a line visible from Earth. This one is particularly captivating to listen to, if you’re a fan of audiobooks. 

• Signature Café (restaurant recommendation from Ashley) – A Mediterranean fusion eatery in Bloomington that has a 
selection of wraps, bowls, kebabs, and desserts; an affordable and healthy place to grab a bite over break! 

• The Clan of the Cave Bear by Jean M. Auel (Bekky’s pick) – The first in a sci-fi series about a young Homo sapiens girl 
who is raised by a clan of H. neanderthalensis. Its riveting first pages easily draw the reader into a unique story, and the 
ending leaves you scrambling to pick up the next book in the series. 

• The Lincoln Lawyer by Michael Connelly (Blessing’s pick) – A charismatic defense attorney operates his practice out of 
the backseat of his Lincoln Towncar as he uncovers deep secrets about his wealthy real estate agent client who is 
accused of assault. This one is packed with twists, drama, and exploration of moral dilemmas. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FLimitless-Mind-Learn-Without-Barriers%2Fdp%2F0062851756%2Fref%3Dasc_df_0062851756%3Fmcid%3D201d7f0611e73476aa3171413e026b6a%26tag%3Dhyprod-20%26linkCode%3Ddf0%26hvadid%3D693310352361%26hvpos%3D%26hvnetw%3Dg%26hvrand%3D361347899156594311%26hvpone%3D%26hvptwo%3D%26hvqmt%3D%26hvdev%3Dc%26hvdvcmdl%3D%26hvlocint%3D%26hvlocphy%3D9022128%26hvtargid%3Dpla-1363183397265%26psc%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Calfain%40ilstu.edu%7C2d8b311784434d9f78b508dd13b183d8%7C085f983a0b694270b71d10695076bafe%7C1%7C0%7C638688375334309228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BgHUA%2BecpxvTK6kSbZU1j6LqC6trVpjvq3ZSf9yYTXI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FLimitless-Mind-Learn-Without-Barriers%2Fdp%2F0062851756%2Fref%3Dasc_df_0062851756%3Fmcid%3D201d7f0611e73476aa3171413e026b6a%26tag%3Dhyprod-20%26linkCode%3Ddf0%26hvadid%3D693310352361%26hvpos%3D%26hvnetw%3Dg%26hvrand%3D361347899156594311%26hvpone%3D%26hvptwo%3D%26hvqmt%3D%26hvdev%3Dc%26hvdvcmdl%3D%26hvlocint%3D%26hvlocphy%3D9022128%26hvtargid%3Dpla-1363183397265%26psc%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Calfain%40ilstu.edu%7C2d8b311784434d9f78b508dd13b183d8%7C085f983a0b694270b71d10695076bafe%7C1%7C0%7C638688375334309228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BgHUA%2BecpxvTK6kSbZU1j6LqC6trVpjvq3ZSf9yYTXI%3D&reserved=0
https://illinoisstate.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0VelMicqpuaVmbs
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Flive%2FYbXKdiD7pCQ%3Ffeature%3Dshared&data=05%7C02%7Calfain%40ilstu.edu%7C2d8b311784434d9f78b508dd13b183d8%7C085f983a0b694270b71d10695076bafe%7C1%7C0%7C638688375334352823%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rW3iN5cpnJbZLV0AWwYuGLXIggLVxZRmBfHQ%2BvM9zuQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Flive%2FYbXKdiD7pCQ%3Ffeature%3Dshared&data=05%7C02%7Calfain%40ilstu.edu%7C2d8b311784434d9f78b508dd13b183d8%7C085f983a0b694270b71d10695076bafe%7C1%7C0%7C638688375334352823%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rW3iN5cpnJbZLV0AWwYuGLXIggLVxZRmBfHQ%2BvM9zuQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F1WmLa5OPRObMyGPCGybjU7qECde85ORvu%3Fusp%3Ddrive_link&data=05%7C02%7Calfain%40ilstu.edu%7C2d8b311784434d9f78b508dd13b183d8%7C085f983a0b694270b71d10695076bafe%7C1%7C0%7C638688375334381133%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bGzCwkymiTFFgEwXJstNXBISDf%2BzDxQfBVgafkI0qqA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thriftbooks.com%2Fw%2Fthe-clan-of-the-cave-bear-by-jean-m-auel%2F250204%2Fitem%2F158645%2F%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Dhigh_vol_frontlist_standard_shopping_retention%26utm_adgroup%3D%26utm_term%3D%26utm_content%3D698403107263%26gad_source%3D1%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAlsy5BhDeARIsABRc6Ztn0hsjZOmnU1juGSUYTYyn_oyHepT5wMfSkiiXEbt-30-v8ck3KsIaAssKEALw_wcB%23idiq%3D158645%26edition%3D1978113&data=05%7C02%7Calfain%40ilstu.edu%7C2d8b311784434d9f78b508dd13b183d8%7C085f983a0b694270b71d10695076bafe%7C1%7C0%7C638688375334400542%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4uWKLvs7Jh0ax%2BN85j8hO90ueGmgHYF7o%2B31JDEKOkA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsignaturecafeblm.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Calfain%40ilstu.edu%7C2d8b311784434d9f78b508dd13b183d8%7C085f983a0b694270b71d10695076bafe%7C1%7C0%7C638688375334418482%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bV5JAh7ApfbED6BGR3hjMncvZ5aPD238laMSHO18OSM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thriftbooks.com%2Fw%2Fthe-clan-of-the-cave-bear-by-jean-m-auel%2F250204%2Fitem%2F158645%2F%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Dhigh_vol_frontlist_standard_shopping_retention%26utm_adgroup%3D%26utm_term%3D%26utm_content%3D698403107263%26gad_source%3D1%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAlsy5BhDeARIsABRc6Ztn0hsjZOmnU1juGSUYTYyn_oyHepT5wMfSkiiXEbt-30-v8ck3KsIaAssKEALw_wcB%23idiq%3D158645%26edition%3D1978113&data=05%7C02%7Calfain%40ilstu.edu%7C2d8b311784434d9f78b508dd13b183d8%7C085f983a0b694270b71d10695076bafe%7C1%7C0%7C638688375334438695%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Gl5zcosu%2BHtqHFkWAmB9TrMPpY9GYw3vosStSj33Lsk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thriftbooks.com%2Fw%2Fthe-lincoln-lawyer_michael-connelly%2F247727%2Fitem%2F15140110%2F%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Dhigh_vol_frontlist_standard_shopping_retention%26utm_adgroup%3D%26utm_term%3D%26utm_content%3D698403107263%26gad_source%3D1%26gclid%3DCjwKCAiAudG5BhAREiwAWMlSjHkmCm3CtlawakaO9TFCRnfnDW-W5OrCvDIXO5vzTVYROjVkjSB7OxoCjzcQAvD_BwE%23idiq%3D15140110%26edition%3D10196396&data=05%7C02%7Calfain%40ilstu.edu%7C2d8b311784434d9f78b508dd13b183d8%7C085f983a0b694270b71d10695076bafe%7C1%7C0%7C638688375334468051%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RO0QG9Fy09SayfIcsmVOK5Y1btnPeDWpREXDBmMOhmk%3D&reserved=0


• Taft 2012 by Jason Heller (Matthew’s pick) – The 27th US President William Howard Taft (1909-1913) runs for President 
again, one hundred years after his first term. This satire explores how Taft would fair in a 21st century election as the 
perfect presidential candidate, loved across the political spectrum. 

• Mastery by Robert Greene (another from Blessing) – A non-fiction journal through three transformative phases that lead 
to achieving genuine expertise, this book is an inspiring reminder that mastery isn’t simply a gift but rather a result of 
practice and persistence. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thriftbooks.com%2Fw%2Ftaft-2012_jason-heller%2F475859%2F%3Fsrsltid%3DAfmBOoopMnVz9SNq4FxFFrPzsiQzi7mBM5i5ZbfNCI55_2EMupPnDm7W%23edition%3D6368232%26idiq%3D5567475&data=05%7C02%7Calfain%40ilstu.edu%7C2d8b311784434d9f78b508dd13b183d8%7C085f983a0b694270b71d10695076bafe%7C1%7C0%7C638688375334506093%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OkgJJxZey2ntqfkMUnoMtqqBQEteavUJaR15nkfxagw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thriftbooks.com%2Fw%2Fmastery_robert-greene%2F274226%2F%3Fresultid%3D0078d969-4f92-4910-b5d7-41338d7ec9d8%23edition%3D6915429%26idiq%3D5266773&data=05%7C02%7Calfain%40ilstu.edu%7C2d8b311784434d9f78b508dd13b183d8%7C085f983a0b694270b71d10695076bafe%7C1%7C0%7C638688375334557695%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2FOQTvEVt%2Bf6WzlCm6AEeCzBr1XKwVivQnpafY%2FFq%2FQ%3D&reserved=0

